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RESPONSE TO REQUIREMENT FOR RESTRICTION 


Dear Sir: 


This response is filed pursuant to an Office Action mailed November 20, 2002. 
Approval of the enclosed Request for Extension of Time will extend the period for response to 
January 20, 2003. 

Requirement for Restriction 

In the outstanding Office Action, the Examiner has required restriction between 
the following two inventions: 

I. Claims 1-15 and 35-42, drawn to a surgical instrument with a handle 

assembly and an effector which would broadly be considered as a pair of 
scissors or forceps, classified in Class 606/174; and 

li. Claims 16-34, drawn to a surgical clip applier, classified in Class 606, 
subclass 142. 

Election 

Applicant provisionally elects for prosecution the claims of group one, namely, 
claims 1-15 and 35-42, drawn to a surgical instrument with a handle assembly. This election is 
made without traversal. 

The requisite fee of $55.00 is included in our enclosed check. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees that may 
be required, or credit any over-payment, to Deposit Account No. 01-2215. 
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